FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Public Voting Opens from 1 August 2009 for Honorees of Spirit of Enterprise

Awards 2009, now in its seventh year of promoting Singapore Entrepreneurship

Singapore Homegrown Entrepreneurs vying for the SOE 2009 Awards

Singapore 31 July 2009 - Spirit of Enterprise (SOE) was started in 2003 to honour the drive and success of individuals who have contributed to our society and economy by meeting the challenges of a road less travelled in the running of a small and medium enterprise. SOE plays a pivotal role in advancing entrepreneurial spirit here in Singapore. Through various on-going activities such as mentorship programmes and networking events, SOE members are able to interact with one another and meet with established business leaders to gain greater insights which would help with their businesses. 
This year, after having nominated about 1000 nominees from 2003 to 2008, SOE is proud to unveil another 117 nominees who play an important role in the growth of our economy. We believe that these small and medium entrepreneurs should be given the same societal respect and honour that is also given to well-known corporate stars. SOE hopes that by honouring our SME entrepreneurs, it will be an encouragement to other young people and those others who aspire to establish their own business. 

These 117 nominees hail from various industries, including the health, retail, hotel, entertainment, food & beverage, publishing, industrial, banking, finance, services, manufacturing, software, biotech, education, trading, shipping & transport, property & architecture, insurance and IT industries.  It is a collage of diversity and an incisive testimony of how successful entrepreneurship can mushroom from just about anywhere. Especially in the current economic climate, it is even more important that a more positive outlook with regards to entrepreneurship, for example, is adopted in order to further boost the economy. 
“The IndoChine Group is now into its tenth year of operations and to this day, I will always remember the great business advice and help that had been provided to me when I was first starting out. I believe that it is important to nurture the up-and-coming stars of the business world and hope that all other Singaporeans will recognize and support the worthy dreams and aspirations of our latest nominees who have put much time and effort into making their business a success,” says Mr. Michael Ma, Group CEO of the IndoChine Group and President of SOE, 
In conjunction with this year’s Awards, a new collection of entrepreneurial success stories will be published as the latest in the SOE “Books On Entrepreneurship” series. This book will be released in November this year.

The public’s vote is an encouragement and an impetus.  Votes can be cast on-line at http://www.soe.org.sg/sg/voter/ and/or via SMS. Voting for the Awards this year begins on 1 August 2009 and will end on 31 August 2009.   The online voting and SMS system will facilitate the election process, with results be announced in November 2009.

Profiles of all nominees and their success stories can be found on the SOE website at http://www.soe.org.sg/files/nominees2009.php. Interviews with the nominees were conducted by students from National University of Singapore (NUS), Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore Management University (SMU), Singapore Institute of Management (SIM), as well as Nanyang Polytechnic.
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For more information on Spirit Of Enterprise Awards 2009, please contact:
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