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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Russell Miller, co-founder of Spirit of Enterprise, received the Public Service Medal at the Singapore National Day Awards 2008
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Coming to Singapore as a foreigner, Mr. Russell R. Miller did not just work here but felt a need to help the community in Singapore, especially the entrepreneurs and planting the seed of the spirit into students.  He co-founded Spirit of Enterprise (SOE), an Institute Public Charter that promotes and advances entrepreneurial spirit in Singapore by honouring local self-reliant entrepreneurs operating small and medium-sized businesses, and serves to inspire Singaporeans, especially the young, to become entrepreneurs by facilitating interaction, communication and knowledge dissemination between students, the entrepreneurs and the general public.

Mr. Miller is recognized today after 6 years of starting SOE and
received the Public Service Medal at the Singapore National Day Awards 2008.
This award was given to him in recognition of his commendable contributions
to the public sector.
Mr. Miller has been remarkably active in promoting entrepreneurship in Singapore. Besides being a co-founder of SOE, Mr. Miller was a Council member of Action Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE), a movement that involves both the private and public sectors in the creation of a more entrepreneurial environment in Singapore. Mr. Miller has also been a Patron Board member of the National University of Singapore's Start-Up@Singapore, a programme that focuses on encouraging new business formations.  

Mr. Miller served as a Prime Minister’s Office appointee to The Enterprise Challenge (TEC) Panel, a public service initiative to develop and trial-test innovative ideas. In addition, through an appointment from the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports, Mr. Miller was a founding board member of the Partner Connection Fund Evaluation Panel. Mr. Miller has also been actively sharing his wisdom by speaking in many local schools and universities, as well as in the Singapore International Foundation Overseas Conference.

A successful entrepreneur himself, Mr. Miller is the founder two investment funds headquartered in Hong Kong, Singapore and Jakarta. These firms focus on the Asian insurance markets. Mr. Miller also founded the Insurance Leadership Symposium, a leadership forum for insurance executives. In addition, he served as a trustee and executive committee member of the College of Insurance, St. John’s University in New York. Ever ready to give, Mr. Miller co-founded the Insurance Industry Charitable Fund. 

In between his many commitments, Mr. Miller wrote several books of a lively mix of genres, including Supergrowth, a keystone insurance merger and acquisition textbook, Impressions, a collection of poetry and reflections, Singapore’s Homegrown Entrepreneurs tell you how to do it; My Singapore Story, a photographic essay, as well as Spring, a recount of his stay in Japan.

Mr. Miller is currently a Permanent Resident of Singapore, lives in San Francisco, and maintains on-going activities in China and South East Asia.
# # #
NOTE TO EDITORS: For interviews with this year’s nominees and/or comments from Spirit of Enterprise, please contact Kelly Teoh on +65 97639054 or email at kelly@soe.org.sg.
About Spirit of Enterprise
Spirit of Enterprise (SOE), an Institute of Public Charter, promotes and advances entrepreneurial spirit in Singapore by honoring local self-reliant entrepreneurs operating small and medium-sized businesses, and serves to inspire Singaporeans, especially the young, to become entrepreneurs by facilitating interaction, communication and knowledge dissemination between students, the entrepreneurs and the general public. Its key programs include Spirit of Enterprise Awards, Student-Entrepreneur Program, and SOE Books on Entrepreneurship distributed free to local university and polytechnic business school courses.
SOE is funded by the private sector and its board of governors which consists of established entrepreneurs, corporate senior management, students, public service and political leaders. For more information, please visit www.soe.org.sg. 
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